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o Abstract:

Libraries play a transformative role in empowering children by providing access to knowledge, fostering
creativity, nurturing critical thinking, and promoting equal opportunities for all. Present paper has tried to
cover role of libraries in Children Empowerment. Libraries are not just places to borrow only books; they are
vibrant centers of learning, creativity, and empowerment. By fostering intellectual growth, providing equal
opportunities, and nurturing holistic development, libraries play a crucial role in shaping confident, informed,

and capable young citizens. This paper describes Libraries Role in Children Empowerment.
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<> Introduction:

Libraries are key role in empowering children by providing various types of information sources and services
that cater to their use of needs. Libraries play a powerful and multifaceted role in children empowerment by
providing information, education, and opportunities for personal and professional growth. Children
empowerment is the process of equipping children with the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to
take opportunities to develop their full potential. Empowering children means more than just meeting their
basic needs of rights, voices and abilities. It includes providing access to quality education, encouraging
participation in decision making, promoting equality and protecting them from harm and discrimination.
When children are empowered, they grow up to become responsible, confident and engaged members of
society.

% Definitions:

1) Children: A Child is human being between the stages of birth and puberty.

2) Empowerment: authority or power given to someone to do something.

3) Children Empowerment: The Oxford Dictionary defines empowerment as “the process of becoming
stronger and more confident, especially in controlling one’s life and claiming one’s rights”. To empower
children is to guide them to feel valued, capable and to realize they play the role of creator in their own lives
and futures.

4) Library: Library is an ancient social institution with a long history and parallels with human
civilization. Books, readers and librarians are the main components of a library. It can be seen that the nature

of these elements and the ideas about them have changed over time.
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<  Empowerment:

Empowerment is the process of obtaining basic opportunities for marginalized people, either directly by those
people, or through the help of non-marginalized others who share their own access to these opportunities. It
also includes actively thwarting attempts to deny those opportunities. Empowerment also includes
encouraging, and developing the skills for, self-sufficiency, with a focus on eliminating the future need
for charity or welfare in the individuals of the group. This process can be difficult to start and to implement

effectively.

K/

> Children Empowerment and Education :

Children empowerment refers to the process of enabling children to understand their rights, develop
confidence, make decisions, and actively participate in various matters that affect their lives. It is about giving
children the tools, resources, and opportunities they need to grow into independent, responsible, and capable
individuals.

1. Education: Empower children through ensures informed and skilled. Children Promotes critical
thinking, communication and confidence. And also helps children about the break the cycle of poverty and
opens opportunities for a better future.

2. Rights Awareness: Children must know their rights and awareness helps them protect themselves
from abuse, exploitation and discrimination.

3. Participation: Children should have a voice in decisions affecting them in family, school and
community. Children’s encourages responsibility, self-expression and leadership.

4. Health and well-being: in 4™ aspects access to proper healthcare, nutrition and a safe environment is
vital and a healthy child is more capable of learning and growing confidently.

S. Life skills development: in this aspects problem solving, decision-making, communication and
emotional regulation for prepares children to face real-life challenges independently.

6. Digital and Media Literacy: In this digital era, children must learn to navigate online spaces safely

and responsibly and digital empowerment opens doors to learning and global connection.

s Need of Children Empowerment :

1. Builds confidence and self-esteem.

2. Prepares children to be active citizens.

3. Reduces vulnerability to abuse or neglect.

4. Promotes social justice and equality.

5. Encourages innovation, creativity, and leadership.

% Key ways libraries contribute to Children’s Empowerment:
1. Access to Information and Knowledge: Libraries provide free and equal access to books, educational
materials, and digital resources. This access helps children for Improve literacy and language skills, to

develop curiosity and a lifelong love for learning and stay informed regardless of socioeconomic status.
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2. Hopeful Reading Habits: Reading is a cornerstone of education and personal development. Libraries
host storytelling sessions and reading programs. Libraries offer diverse materials catering to different ages and
interests. Libraries promote independent and guided reading habits.

3. Safe and Inclusive Spaces: Libraries provide a safe, inclusive, and nurturing environment where
children can: learn and explore without judgment, engage in group activities and cultural events and also feel
valued and included, fostering self-confidence.

4. Digital Literacy and Technology Skills: Modern libraries offer access to computers, the internet, and
digital tools. This enables children to: learn basic computer skill, bridge the digital divide, especially in
underprivileged areas and use educational software and online learning platforms.

S. Developing Critical Thinking and Creativity: in this aspects various programs and resources,
libraries help children: analyze, question and evaluate information, participate in debates, book clubs and
educational games. Libraries engage in creative writing, arts and crafts workshops.

6. Encouraging Participation and Leadership: Libraries often involve children in planning activities
or leading clubs, which is helps: build leadership and organizational skills, take ownership of their learning
journey and gain confidence in their ideas and voices.

7. Support for Formal Education: Libraries support school curriculum by providing a quiet place for
study and research, offering homework help and reference materials and collaborating with schools for
academic projects and reading campaigns.

8. Promoting Social Inclusion and Equity: Libraries serve all children regardless of background,
helping to: encourage diversity and understanding, empower marginalized or disadvantaged groups and also

helps in reducing educational disparities.

L)

X Functions of Libraries :

l. Educational function for Formal and lifelong learning.

2. Informational function for Access to information and reference services.

3. Cultural Function for Preserve cultural heritage and promote reading culture.

4. Social function for provide public space learning and offer programs for women empowerment.

5. Technological function for provide internet access and help users access online government services

and information.

6. Research and Development function for offer journals, research databases and citation indexes.

)/

> Conclusion:

Libraries help for children to develop literacy, creativity, digital skills, and critical thinking. all essential tools
for building confident, informed, and capable individuals. Libraries also promote equal opportunities,
ensuring that every child, regardless of background, can learn, explore, and thrive. By supporting the overall
development of children, libraries contribute significantly to shaping a more educated, inclusive, and

empowered future generation.
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