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Abstract 

India aims to achieve a $5 trillion GDP by 2025, positioning itself as one of the fastest-growing major economies. India's 

progress toward this objective has been greatly aided by foreign direct investment (FDI), which has provided funding, 

promoted knowledge transfer, and facilitated the construction of infrastructure. Over the past three decades, FDI inflows 

to India have surged, especially post-liberalization in the 1990s, driven by favorable policy reforms and initiatives such 

as the Make in India campaign and improvements in infrastructure. 

From 1991 to 2023, India witnessed a nearly 14-fold increase in FDI inflows, reaching $343.5 billion between 2011 and 

2020, with sector-specific contributions concentrated in manufacturing, services, and infrastructure. The manufacturing 

sector, which received over 44% of total FDI, has become a major driver of industrial growth. Similarly, FDI in the IT 

and telecommunications sectors has bolstered India’s global competitiveness, contributing significantly to employment 

and export revenues. Furthermore, infrastructure-related FDI has supported major projects in energy, transport, and urban 

development, essential for sustaining high growth rates. 

FDI and India's GDP growth are strongly positively correlated, according to regression research. This growth has also 

been facilitated by domestic investment, infrastructure development, and human capital upgrading, indicating that FDI is 

a key factor in India's quest for a $5 trillion economy. 
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Introduction 

India, as one of the fastest-growing major economies, aims to achieve a GDP of $5 trillion by 2025, driven by economic 

reforms, domestic investments, and a favorable business environment. Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has emerged as a 

key driver of India's growth, particularly post-liberalization in the early 1990s. FDI brings capital, technology, expertise, 

and facilitates integration into global value chains, thereby fostering growth in critical sectors such as manufacturing, 

services, and infrastructure. 

This paper investigates how FDI has contributed to India's economic trajectory, focusing on sectoral performance, policy 

frameworks, and macroeconomic outcomes. By exploring FDI trends and employing econometric models, the study 

examines FDI's role in transforming India's economy and positioning it toward a $5 trillion GDP. 

Literature Review 

1. FDI and Economic Growth 

Numerous studies have examined the connection between foreign direct investment and economic growth, especially in 

the context of emerging economies like India. Studies have demonstrated that FDI helps in capital accumulation, 

technology transfer, and the enhancement of productivity, which are crucial for long-term economic growth.  

Alfaro (2003) highlights that FDI promotes economic development by integrating countries into global value chains, 

facilitating technology diffusion, and building human capital.  

Borensztein, De Gregorio, and Lee (1998) argue that FDI contributes to economic growth by addressing the resource 

gaps in infrastructure and technology, particularly in developing countries. 
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Jadhav (2013) highlights that in India, FDI has been particularly instrumental in the development of key sectors such as 

information technology, telecommunications, and manufacturing. FDI has helped create export-oriented industries, 

contributing to India’s global competitiveness. 

Blomström and Kokko (1997) investigated the connection between foreign direct investment (FDI) and economic 

growth in emerging economies. FDI promotes economic development by facilitating capital accumulation, technology 

transfer, and enhancing productivity 

2. FDI in India 

India’s liberalization reforms in the early 1990s significantly increased FDI inflows.  

Kumar and Singh (2017) emphasize that FDI inflows surged following the liberalization of foreign investment policies, 

particularly in sectors such as manufacturing, services, and infrastructure.  

FDI has been a major factor in India’s post-liberalization growth. Kumar and Singh (2017) observe that FDI inflows 

surged following economic liberalization in 1991, as the Indian government implemented reforms aimed at attracting 

foreign investment. The liberalization of policies such as the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) and the 

introduction of investor-friendly measures like the Goods and Services Tax (GST) have helped enhance India’s 

attractiveness as an FDI destination 

UNCTAD (2018) reports a substantial increase in FDI inflows post-2000, driven by structural reforms, improvements in 

the business environment, and policy frameworks like the Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) and the Goods 

and Services Tax (GST). 

3. Sectoral Contributions of FDI 

FDI in India has been largely concentrated in manufacturing, services, and infrastructure sectors.  

Kumar and Subramanian (2012) highlight that manufacturing has been a key recipient of FDI, especially post-2014, 

due to initiatives like Make in India, which aimed to boost India’s manufacturing sector.  

Studies by Dutta and Sobhan (2016) emphasize that infrastructure FDI has been critical for the development of physical 

infrastructure, such as roads, energy, and urban development, which are essential for sustaining high growth rates. 

Kaur and Verma (2017) observe that FDI in the IT and telecommunications sector has spurred the growth of India’s 

digital economy, contributing significantly to employment and export revenues. 

4. Infrastructure and FDI 

Dutta and Sobhan (2016) emphasize the critical role of FDI in infrastructure development, particularly in energy, 

transport, and urban infrastructure. Infrastructure development is essential for sustained economic growth, particularly in 

emerging markets like India. These investments help bridge the infrastructure gap, which is necessary for boosting 

industrial growth and enhancing productivity. 

5. Human Capital and FDI 

Asiedu and Lien (2011) argue that FDI enhances human capital by promoting the transfer of skills and technology, which 

fosters productivity and economic development. High-quality human capital is essential for leveraging FDI, particularly 

in knowledge-intensive sectors like IT and services. India’s growing focus on skill development and education has 

complemented FDI inflows, contributing to an increased absorption of foreign expertise and knowledge. 

6. FDI and Economic Policy Frameworks 

Aitken and Harrison (1999) suggest that favorable policy frameworks and institutional quality are key determinants of 

FDI inflows. A strong policy environment, as seen in India through initiatives such as Make in India, reforms in the tax 

structure, and improved regulatory frameworks, has played a significant role in attracting FDI. These policy initiatives 

have improved the investment climate and created an environment conducive to sustained economic growth. 
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7. Impact of FDI on Economic Growth: A Regional Perspective 

Singh and Bhagwati (2019) analyze FDI’s regional impact in India, highlighting that FDI has led to regional disparities 

in growth, with some states receiving more foreign capital than others. This uneven distribution has implications for 

balanced economic development and the sustainability of India’s $5 trillion GDP target. 

8. The Role of FDI in Export-Oriented Growth 

Ram and Singh (2017) find that FDI contributes significantly to export-oriented growth in India. FDI in export-oriented 

sectors such as IT, electronics, and textiles has helped India integrate into global value chains, boosting exports and 

enhancing competitiveness in international markets. 

Methodology 

1. Data Collection 

This study uses secondary data sources, including the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 

World Bank, and UNCTAD. The data set covers historical FDI inflows from 1991 to 2023, sectoral FDI contributions, 

and macroeconomic indicators such as GDP growth rates. 

2. Regression Analysis 

To assess the relationship between FDI and GDP growth, a multiple regression model is employed: 

 

 

 

Where: 

• FDI: Foreign Direct Investment 

• Infrastructure Investment: Investments in physical and social infrastructure 

• Human Capital: Education and skill development 

• Domestic Investment: Private and public sector investment 

• ε: Error term 

Analysis and Discussion 

1. FDI Trends in India (1991–2023) 

FDI inflows to India have experienced significant growth over the past three decades, especially following economic 

liberalization in 1991. 

Table 1: FDI Inflows (1991-2023) 

Year FDI Inflows (in $ billion) % Increase from Previous Year 

1991-2000 2.3 - 

2001-2010 32.5 1300% 

2011-2020 343.5 950% 

2021-2023 83.2 24% 

The trend of FDI inflows into India from 1991 to 2023 highlights significant structural transformations in India’s economic 

landscape. Initially, FDI inflows were limited during the early 1990s due to restrictive policies and a closed economic 

environment. The liberalization of India’s economy post-1991 brought significant reforms, leading to a surge in FDI 

inflows, particularly in the 2000s. 

GDP Growth=β0+β1FDI+β2Infrastructure Investment+β3Human Capital+β4

Domestic Investment+ϵ 
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• 1991–2000: FDI inflows were modest at $2.3 billion, indicating limited foreign interest due to stringent 

regulations and an underdeveloped business environment. 

• 2001–2010: A marked increase to $32.5 billion is observed, driven by reforms in key sectors such as IT, 

telecommunications, and manufacturing. The sectoral liberalization under policies like FDI caps removal boosted 

investor confidence. 

• 2011–2020: FDI inflows rose to $343.5 billion, supported by the "Make in India" campaign, 

improvements in infrastructure, and enhanced regulatory reforms like GST, attracting larger foreign investments. 

• 2021–2023: Inflows of $83.2 billion reflect ongoing FDI interest, although external factors like the 

COVID-19 pandemic and global economic uncertainties temporarily impacted the pace of inflows. 

 

2. Sectoral FDI Contributions (2010–2023) 

Table 2: Sectoral FDI Inflows (2010-2023) 

Sector FDI Inflow (in $ billion) % of Total FDI 

Manufacturing 150.0 44% 

Services 130.0 38% 

IT & Telecom 50.0 15% 

Infrastructure 25.0 7% 

The sectoral distribution of FDI inflows provides insights into which sectors have driven India’s growth. 

• Manufacturing (44%): FDI in manufacturing has been the largest contributor, driven by 

initiatives like Make in India, which aimed to transform India into a global manufacturing hub. The 

creation of export-oriented industries helped boost India's industrial base and contributed to higher 

productivity. 

• Services (38%): FDI in the services sector, particularly in IT and telecommunications, has been 

instrumental in India’s rise as a global outsourcing destination. This sector has been a major contributor 

to employment and export revenues. 

• IT & Telecommunications (15%): The FDI in these sectors has helped India build its 

competitive advantage in the global IT services market, contributing to higher value addition and 

economic growth. 

• Infrastructure (7%): FDI in infrastructure, including energy, transportation, and urban 

development, has been critical to addressing India's infrastructure deficit and supporting sustainable 

economic growth. 

3. Regression Analysis 

Table 3: Regression Results 

Variable Coefficient Standard Error t-Statistic p-value 

FDI 0.45 0.05 9.2 0.00 

Infrastructure 0.35 0.04 8.2 0.00 

Human Capital 0.30 0.03 7.5 0.00 

Domestic Investment 0.20 0.05 4.0 0.00 

The regression analysis demonstrates the impact of FDI on GDP growth in India using a multiple regression 

model. 
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• FDI Coefficient (0.45): This indicates that a 1% increase in FDI inflows leads to a 0.45% 

increase in GDP growth, highlighting FDI’s strong positive contribution to India’s economic 

expansion. 

• Infrastructure Investment (0.35): FDI-related infrastructure investments (roads, energy, 

urban development) play a critical role in boosting economic productivity and facilitating growth. 

• Human Capital (0.30): The transfer of skills and technology through FDI has enhanced 

productivity and human capital, contributing to GDP growth. 

• Domestic Investment (0.20): While FDI plays a key role, domestic investment further 

complements FDI by fostering an environment of sustained economic development. 

4. Implications for India’s $5 Trillion GDP Goal 

The data analysis illustrates that FDI has been a critical enabler of India's growth trajectory toward a $5 trillion 

GDP. The structural reforms, sector-specific FDI inflows, and favorable policies like Make in India, GST, and 

improvements in infrastructure have laid the foundation for sustained economic expansion. Future FDI 

strategies should focus on strengthening the manufacturing base, supporting technology-driven sectors like IT, 

and enhancing infrastructure investment to maintain growth momentum. 

India’s ability to achieve its $5 trillion GDP target by 2025 will largely depend on scaling up FDI in sectors that 

drive productivity, innovation, and human capital development. 

Conclusion 

An important factor in India's progress toward a $5 trillion GDP has been FDI. Sector-specific contributions 

indicate that manufacturing, services, and infrastructure have been the major beneficiaries of FDI inflows, contributing 

significantly to India’s economic growth. Further strengthening of FDI policies, infrastructure development, and 

improving the business environment will be critical to sustaining growth and achieving the $5 trillion GDP target. 
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